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Authority sues Navy to recover· treatment costs on well 
The Warminster agency is seeking $1.75 million. It 
blames contamination on the nearby NA we. 

By Doug Donovan 
I~ClUI RER CORRF .. ~PONDr.,.. T 

The Warmmster Township MunicI
pal Autborny flied a Sl7S million 
SUit agamsllhe !'Iavy In federal coun 
lasl week \U an a\tempt to recover 
coSIS 10 Ir~.t a weJl that tbe author
lIy contends was contaminaled by' 
the Naval Air Warfare Center 

Th. authority. which flied a law
SUll 10 U S District Court In Philadel
phia on Tuesday, has known Since 
}979 Ihat Well 26, located 2,000 feet 

norlh of the base on Ivyland Road, 
was contaminated with chemicals 
suspected to cause cancer. 

In 1993, the federal Environmenlal 
Protecllon Agency ordered the Navy 
to check 189 groundwater wells for 
conlammation .t homes wlthm 3.000 
feel of the naval center In 1989, 
elghl SUes 8t Ihe NAWC were placed 
on tbe EPA's Superfund Nallonal Pri-
orities Llsl . 

The authority claims In its suu 
tbal tbe cbemlcals from those eigb t 
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SIICS, whlcb were used as burn Pits, 
waste-disposal areas and flreflghter
traIDlng areas, conI aminated Well 
26 

The well waS taken OUI of servIce 
In 1979. wb.en autb.orlty offlclais fITsl 
discovered excess levels of letracb
loroelttylcne and Irlchloroethylene, 
chemicals SUSpecied 10 cnuse cancer. 
a spokesmaD with Ihe Slate Depan
ment of EnVironmental Resources 
saId 

The aut horny began usmg Ihe well 
agatn In 1985 alter a trealment and 
mODitorlng system was Installed for 
S1.2 million, tbe lawsun states The 
laWSUit also states that the authoTlty 

expects to spend more than 5500,000 
to maintalD the systems Cor the next 
32 years. 

Rob Goldberg, a DER spokesman, 
said the Navy IS lDvesligating the 
well 10 determlDe whether tbe con
lamIDatlon IS from the NAWC. 

Although Navy offIcials will nOI 
commenl on Ihe lawsull. tbe NAWC 
has been blamed for olher wells sur
rounding the base thai were eontam
!Daled by the same cbemlcals latnl
JOg Well 26 

In 1993, the EPA said 37 wells In 
Casey Village and along KlTk Road 
had been contammated by Ihe same 
cbemicals that were contaminating 

Ihe eight Slles al the NAWC. 
On 'Sept 16, the l'iavy awarded a 

54.2 million contract to a Trenton 
company to bUild a water-Irealmenl 
plant off JacksonVIlle Ruad 10 Ireal 
contamlDaled groundwaler near the 
Superfund sites 1 he plant which 
Will be able 10 Ireat 17,000 gallons of 
water a day, Will pump the treated 
water IOta a tributary of tbe Little 
NesbamlDY Creek. 

The Navy also has planned 10 begm 
dnlhng new lest wells oUlslde Ihe 
base near Ivyland Borough, where 
some conlemmants have been de
tected . 
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